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1. Any Interpretation that does not somehow relate what is being displayed or described to 

something within the personality or experience of the visitor will be sterile.

2. Information, as such, is not interpretation. Interpretation is revelation based upon information. 

But they are entirely different things. However, all interpretation includes information

3. Interpretation is an art, which combines many arts, whether the materials presented are scientific, 

historical, or architectural. Any art is in some degree teachable.

4. The chief aim of interpretation is not instruction, but provocation.

5. Interpretation should aim to present a whole rather than a part and must address itself to the 

whole man rather than any phase.

6. Interpretation addressed to children (say, up to the age of twelve) should not be a dilution of the 

presentations to adults but should follow a fundamentally different approach. To be at its best it 

will require a separate program. 

UNESCO WHIPIC

Interpreting Our Heritage (1957) by Freeman Tilden (1883-1980)

“An educational activity which aims to reveal meanings and relationships 
through the use of original objects, by firsthand experience, and by illustrative media, 

rather than simply to communicate factual information (8p)”
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“Through interpretation, understanding;

Through understanding, appreciation; 

Through appreciation, protection” (38P)

Interpreting Our Heritage (1957) by Freeman Tilden (1883-1980)
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Communicating to People Communicating with People

Educational activity Meaning-making process

Understanding Values

Appreciation of Heritage

Creating Values

Beyond Heritage Sites
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Interpretation and Presentation World Heritage
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• Diversity and Dignity: Diverse heritage interpretations should be acknowledged and coexist. 

• Broader Stories and Accuracy: must be met for heritage interpretation to be credible and complete

• Accessibility: We must endeavor to ensure heritage experience open to all

• Inclusive Engagement and Involvement: We should strive to interpret heritage together with communities

• Inspire Reflection and Connection: Make heritage relevant to diverse people and help build their own connection with heritage 
in contemporary times

• Sustainability: promote practices and provide the knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes to create a sustainable future.

• Life-long Learning: empower people to become active in heritage meaning making

• Continuous Evaluation, Monitoring and Update: effective interpretive frameworks for dynamic of heritage meaning over time
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Ethical Foundation of Heritage Meaning-Making 

Democratization of 
Heritage Practice and Use

Heritage 
In Future

Heritage Impacts

14.11.2024 16UNESCO WHIPIC



14.11.2024 17UNESCO WHIPIC


